
St. Matthew School Council Meeting 
Date:  Monday February 5, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00 
Location: Learning Commons 
Present: Kim, Heidi, Amanda, Shannon, Jazmin, Denise, Pat, Andreas, Jessica, Laura, 
Christine, Andre, Paul Mendonca (principal), Patric Poulin (teacher rep) 
Regrets: Monica, Renny, Lisa Bruce (CUPE Rep) 

 
Agenda Items 

1. Prayer – Paul 

 

2. Review and Approval of Agenda – Approved: Kim , Second: Denise 

 

3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting –Approved: Andreas, Second: Kim 

 

4. Spiritual Update – Amanda 

 
First Reconciliation, Tuesday February 6 at 6:30 pm 
First Communion , Sunday April 15 at 11am 
 
Confirmation meeting, Sunday February 11 at 7 pm 
Confirmation, Saturday May 26 at 2:00 pm  
 
'Formed ' is a new program for St Agnes Parishioners. It's a Catholic Online Resource that are a 
collection for study, listening, watching, or reading as entertainment and information. We have 
a parish wide subscription. Sign in at https://stagnes.formed.org/ and register. The access code 
is W3NQGN. If you need assistance go to https://help.formed.org.  
 

At the information session for first reconciliation Father said that St. Matthew students were 

very well prepared, and he said that their teachers deserve congratulations for doing such as 

good job with them. 

 

Amanda would appreciate someone else taking over the role of school council parish liaison for 

next year.  The parish meets as a parish community once a month after mass. The school 

council parish liaison is expected to be there and communicate information that is relevant to 

St. Matthews. 

 

5. Budget Update – Denise 

  

Currently school council has $21100. Some of this is funds already committed by Council that 

has not yet withdrawn from the account.  Therefore of this balance, Council has $10200 that is 

not committed. 

 

6. Funding Priorities for the Year – Paul 

https://stagnes.formed.org/
https://help.formed.org/


 

a. Math Manipulatives  

School council had previously committed $3000 to purchase the math 

manipulatives. Tanya Huehn has put an order together. However, we first need to 

take an inventory of what we have before we put in an order, to make sure that we 

are not buying things that are already in the school. Intermediate teachers and a few 

responsible intermediate students will gather all the existing manipulatives, sort and 

clean them, throw out the unneeded or unusable things, and that will help Tanya 

figure out what we need to purchase.  

b. Jerseys 

We have one complete set of jerseys. Nick Renda from HOF Sports has given quote 

for 50 jerseys, no shorts. It will be good to have 2 full sets of jersey tops.  It is not 

necessary to have shorts –they often do not fit properly. 

Paul presented three types of jerseys to choose from and shared the estimates. The 

reversible jerseys, which can be switched from dark to white, are the most 

expensive. The ability to switch the colour of the jerseys is a nice perk, but it’s not 

necessary. These jerseys costs $3000. The “middle of the road” jerseys cost $1150 

dollars for 50 jerseys. The basic jerseys cost $1000 for 50. These basic jerseys are 

very much an entry level jersey in terms of the material and the logo. Paul 

suggested that the middle of the road jerseys are the way to go because quality-

wise they are far better to the basic jerseys, for not much more money. 

Paul has talked to Patric and they have decided to implement a tracking system in 

order to preserve the jerseys that we get. If we get 50 jerseys, we would have 

enough to accommodate all of our needs throughout the year. 

 

Patric’s class has helped him complete an inventory of the jerseys that remain from 

previous orders. There are still some jerseys around that can be integrated with the 

new jerseys; they will be a pretty good match. It will be good to get rid of the ones 

that we no longer need. A storage rack will be installed to hang jerseys. The school 

will pay for the rack.  

 

With the new jerseys, there will be a push to instill a sense of responsibility, 

accountability, and ownership in the students. 

 

Council voted to allocate $1200 for the purchase of the middle-tier jerseys. 

 

 

 

 



c. Ukuleles 

Kristi Radisic has put together a proposal for a class set of ukuleles. The benefits of 

having a set of ukuleles in the school include: they are very easy to play, can also be 

used in any grade and any setting -small group, whole class, and also with individual 

students (e.g., an EA can use a ukulele to work with an individual student), grade 6 

students can have a longer period of time with the instrument, ukuleles are good 

for nonverbal students, and Grade 7 and 8 students can develop their skills with a 

ukulele beyond their skills from grade 6. 

The cost of 30 ukuleles is $1330. They would be stored in individual black fabric 

cases, and all of them fit into two large storage bins, which the school would 

purchase. These two bins could easily be stored in different locations throughout 

the school, so there would not be a storage concern at all.  

There was a discussion about whether purchasing a class set of ukuleles follows the 

financial rules for school councils, i.e., should school council spend money on 

something that could be deemed mandatory for learning?  Paul will have a 

conversation with a contact at the school board to get their input on this question. 

Council decided to keep ukuleles on the agenda to be voted on at the next meeting. 

 

d. Learning Commons Items  

 

Paul stated that that Learning Commons Items should be a priority.  Requested 

items include: break-out EDU kits (5 kits), additional seating (foam chairs or sofa or 

equivalent),  and additional picture book cart.   

 

Council voted on and approved $2000 for items for the Learning Commons. 

 

e. Speaker System for Gymnasium 

A representative from Long and McQuade visited the school to advise on-site. A 

small, portable sound system would cost $2000. However, a larger portable system 

would be better so that the sound could be projected over a distance. Another 

option is to look into replacing the speakers that are currently in the wall with new 

speakers. Paul and Mrs. Aubie are continuing to look at options for the sound 

system in the gymnasium and will continue to update Council.  If the preferred 

system exceeds the $2000 currently allocated, Council expressed a willingness to 

discuss and vote on allocating additional funding 

 

 



Item Estimated Cost Notes 

Teacher Reimbursement $2,600 Funds committed Oct 2017 

Kindergarten outdoor toys $1,000 Funds committed Oct 2017 

School Council Events $1,600 Funds committed Dec 2017 

10 additional folding tables $   600 Funds committed Dec2017 

Speaker system for the gym $2,000 Funds committed Dec 2017 

Math manipulatives  $3,000 Funds committed Dec 2017 

Class outdoor equipment grades 1-8 $2,000 Funds committed Dec 2017 

Learning Commons items $2,000 Funds committed Feb 2018 

Jerseys for Wildcat teams $1,200 Funds committed Feb 2018 

Class set of Ukuleles $2,000 estimate Pending Council decision 

 

7. New Business  

 

a. Council Chairs Meeting update  

 

Heidi and Kim updated the Council on a meeting they recently attended at the 

school board offices.  Google Suite was presented as a tool for Councils to leverage. 

The council chair meeting also included a presentation on financial rules for school 

councils. This information was passed to Denise.  A program called “The Umbrella 

Project” was presented as an option for PRO Grant funding. The Umbrella Project is 

self-compassion training –it teaches kids how to deal with stress and conflict and 

how to come away from it feeling good; it’s about putting kids in a growth mindset. 

The cost to acquire the resources to implement the two-year program is a $1000 

one-time fee, and would be eligible as our PRO-Grant (Parents Reaching Out Grant). 

 

St. Matthew’s Newswire will advertise an upcoming information night at St. Agnes 

School that will focus on “Umbrella Parenting”, a program for parents which is an 

extension to the in-school program aimed at kids. Dr. Jen Forristal will give a talk on 

how Umbrella Parenting can help parents empower their children. The session is at 

St. Agnes School on Tuesday February 27 at 6 pm.  

 

b. Walking School Bus – Paul 

 

We discussed the idea of a “Walking School Bus” and how it might mesh with the 

Trailblazers program. Paul felt that a Walking School Bus could possibly supplement 

Trailblazers, but not replace it. There’s a lot of materials available to get a Walking 

School Bus set—up and promoted, but it depends on volunteers, and this piece has 

not been sustainable in the past. The focus should be on first revamping the 

Trailblazer program and looking into options like the Walking School Bus program 

later on if Trailblazers does not meet all of the needs.  

 



Paul would like to invite Leslie Maxwell back in order to discuss traffic concerns. The 

thought was raised that Leslie could help persuade people in the bylaw office to 

take the traffic concerns around St. Matthew seriously. We talked about initiating a 

sub-committee that is open to all concerned parents in order to discuss how to 

move forward with the traffic problems.  

 

Paul will also ask Leslie about the status of the signs, which should have come in fall 

2017. When signs do arrive, a message will have to be sent home to the parent 

community to help them understand what they can and cannot do.  

 

 

c. Open House 2018 – Food Trucks  

 

We discussed what we want to do regarding food for the open house 2018, e.g., 

whether we want to do food trucks, have an organization run the barbeque, etc.  

 

The long wait times and the prices at Food Trucks are problematic, and there is no 

way to avoid these aspects. The wait times make it difficult for some parents to see 

their teachers, which is the main point of the event.  

 

For Open House 2018, School Council decided to serve coffee, juice, and cake to the 

visitors. DVLB is one possible place to get the coffee to serve. We will order Costco 

slab cakes.  

 

8. Review of Past Events  

 

a. Christmas Caroling Night 

 

It was not as engaging as had been hoped. We may find a different School Council 

Christmas event going forward. 

 

b. PRO Grant – Tackling Anxiety and Stress through the Arts 

 

30 people attended, which was not much but it is standard this kind of an evening in 

the winter. The presenter was very dynamic and engaging. Some people came from 

different schools in the area. The program for students which happened the 

following day was rushed at the end. It didn’t seem to add much in terms of content 

to the support that teachers at St. Matthews give their students on a daily basis. 

Meditation is becoming an important practice for students at St. Matthews. Paul is 

working with Kym Wand to create meditation kits that go home. Each child should 

have the chance to take home the meditation kit at one point during the school 

year. 



 

c. Movie Night 

 

The event went well, with 150 to 200 people attending.  

 

9. Upcoming Events  

 

a. Shrove Tuesday Pancakes 

 

At this point, 9 or 10 adults are volunteering with the pancakes, but it would be good to 

have some more volunteers. Valentine’s Day will be celebrated on February 13 this year.  

Grade 7 and 8’s have a ski trip on that day as well. Some of the students that remain at 

the school instead of skiing could be recruited to help out with the pancakes.  

 

b. Zumba and Fitness Nights  

 

Chris McKinnon sent home letters asking parents if they would be willing to engage the 

fitness night visitors in a health and fitness activity. Fitness Night is on Wednesday April 

18. More information will be sent out closer to the date. Paul will consult with Chris 

about what time to start the fitness night on April 18. If yoga or meditation are offered 

during the fitness night, we might have to branch out into other areas of the school, for 

example the Learning Commons.  

 

Christine is looking into adding DrumFit into the Zumba night – March 7th,  630 to 730.  

 

c. Spring Gardening Day  

 

The spring gardening day will focus on cleaning-up the area. Paul suggested tying the 

spring gardening day to Catholic Education Week, which runs May 7 to 11, if possible. It 

would related to the theme of “taking care of God’s earth”. We will confirm a date for 

the gardening day later.  

 

 

10. Next Meeting Date & Time  

April 9, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00, Learning Commons 

 

          

11. Adjournment - Co-Chairs 


