
St. Matthew School Council Meeting  
Date:  Monday, April 9, 2018, 6:30 – 8:00  

Location: Learning Commons  

Present: Kim, Heidi, Paul (principal), Andreas, Denise, Jessica, Patti-Jo, Pat, Christine, Andre, Renny 

Regrets:  Laura, Jazmin, Amanda, Shannon, Lisa, Patrick 

  
Agenda Items  

 

1. Prayer – Principal  

  

2. Review and Approval of Agenda 

Approved by Heidi 

  

3. Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting  

Approved by Kim 

  

4. Camp Brebeuf  

Jennifer McDonald, who has two children at St. Matthew, shared some information about Camp Brebeuf 

in Rockwood. She is a nurse practitioner and volunteered there last summer as the camp nurse. It is a 

Catholic camp in Rockwood that has been operating for 70 years. It runs day camps and overnight camps. 

It is hosts retreats as well, including retreats similar to the Mount Mary retreat.   Jennifer said that she is 

impressed with the camp for many reasons. The faith development that Camp Brebeuf does is gentle and 

character-based, with a lot of focus on virtue development. For older kids, Camp Brebeuf has leadership 

opportunities and counselor-in-training opportunities.  

 

Jennifer’s visit to the St. Matthew school council meeting was completely her own initiative and not 

solicited by the camp.  She explained that Camp Brebeuf has been affected by the federal government’s 

guidelines on which organizations are eligible for summer jobs funding. Camp Brebeuf will not receive 

funding through the Summer Jobs Program this year based on its decision not to go along with the 

government’s decision to connect funding to an organization’s stances on abortion and other issues.   

Jennifer welcomes emails from anyone who has any questions about the camp or would like to discuss 

the summer jobs funding concern.  

  

5. Spiritual Update  

 First communion at 11 am mass this upcoming Sunday (April 15).  

St. Agnes Society of Saint Vincent de Paul thanks all of your students and staff so much for your 

generosity in 2017!  Your donations of food and monetary gifts are very much appreciated.  Just to give 

you an idea of the work we do year round with your assistance, here are some statistics on the families 

that we helped in 2017:  

• We helped 101 families which were 339 unique individuals - 177 were adults and 162 were children 

and teens. 

• We prepared 315 hampers, serving 818 people. 

• We prepared Christmas hampers for 62 families which included 113 adults, 69 children and 29 teens.   



• For household size, there were 16 families with one adult, 22 with 2 people, 25 with 3, 18 with 4, 12 

with 5, 4 with 7, 3 with 8 and 1 with 9 people. 

• For the number of times we helped each family... There were 15 families that only asked for help at 

Christmas time.  Other than Christmas, 33 families were helped once, 20 were helped twice, 7 helped 

3 times, 9 helped 4 times, 4 helped 5 times, 5 helped 6 times, 1 helped 7 times, 1 helped 8 times, 4 

helped 9 times, and 2 helped 11 times.  Those 2 were also helped at Christmas, so they were helped 

every month.  In general, people only ask for help when they really need it. 

6. Budget Update  

Council is currently in a good financial position. Currently Council has $6,500 that has not been allocated.   

 

Council was informed that the purchase of outdoor sports equipment exceeded the previously approved 

amount by $277.20.  Council approved this additional funding of $277.20.  

 

7. Funding Priorities for the Year  

a. Ukuleles  

WCDSB financial department was contacted by Paul to confirm that school councils can fund the purchase 

of ukuleles, since they are supplemental to music instruction and not necessary for instruction.   Given 

this, Council approved funding for a class set of ukuleles, the quote for which was presented at the last 

Council meeting. 

 

b. Speaker System  

Paul has had several conversations with Sherwood Music about replacing the speakers in the gym wall, 

which is the best course of action for a new sound system. The cost would be around $8000 (includes the 

units, wiring, labour, setting-up equipment for installation, etc.).  As the cost is higher than anticipated, 

the speaker system cannot be fully funded this year.  Council decided to carry over the previously 

approved funding ($2,000), and to earmark further funds, to be carried over to next year.  The speaker 

system will remain a fundraising priority for next year.  The goal would be to raise the remaining amount 

at the dance-a-thon (Oct 31, 2018) and arrange installation of the system in the following weeks, by 

December 2018.  

 

c. Team Jerseys 

The jerseys will be ready in 2 weeks. A work order has been submitted to create a hanger system for the 

jerseys in the storage room. They will be catalogued. Athletes and parents will be required to sign a 

contract when they borrow jerseys that obligates them to replace the jerseys if they are damaged or lost. 

 

d. Math manipulatives  

Mrs. Huehn did an inventory of all of the manipulatives currently in the school and she used this 

information to help her determine what the school needs.  She will process the order for additional 

manipulatives. The school will get them before year-end. They will be stored on shelves in the primary 

pod. It will be a good central location from which to borrow manipulatives and bring them back to. 

  

 
 



Item  Estimated Cost  Notes  

Teacher Reimbursement  $2,600  Funds committed Oct 2017  

Kindergarten outdoor toys  $1,000  Funds committed Oct 2017  

School Council Events  $1,600  Funds committed Dec 2017  

10 additional folding tables  $   600  Funds committed Dec2017  

Speaker system for the gym  $2,000  Funds committed Dec 2017  

Math manipulatives   $3,000  Funds committed Dec 2017  

Class outdoor equipment grades 1-8  $2,277.20 Funds committed Dec 2017  

Learning Commons items  $2,000   Funds committed Feb 2018  

Jerseys for Wildcat teams  $1,300  Funds committed Feb 2018  

Class set of Ukuleles  $1,500  Funds committed Apr 2018  

  

8. New Business  

  

a. PRO Grant Application for 2018  

Kim and Heidi explained that they would like to complete a PRO Grant application to launch the Umbrella 

Project at St. Matthew, starting in the fall. Kim showed a video of the Umbrella program, which has been 

developed locally, and which several schools are adopting (including St. Agnes). The goal of the program is 

to develop students’ umbrellas –emotional and cognitive skills related to resilience (e.g., “grit”), that help 

them face the challenges that will inevitably come their way.   St. Matthew will focus on one skill each 

month, which teachers build into classroom learning based on materials provided by the program. It is 

suitable for any age –adults, kids, teenagers. The program includes professional development for staff. 

The cost of program for 2 years is $1,000, which is a great price for this high-quality program.   It was 

clarified that the Umbrella Project will not replace the school’s virtue program (which has links to the 

liturgical year). 

Council decided to proceed with the PRO Grant application for funding the Umbrella Project.  Kim and 

Heidi will prepare the application, and contact Umbrella Project.   

 

b. School Traffic/Congestion Working Group  

 Last month school council talked about the ongoing school traffic and congestion in front of the school 

and in the staff parking lot.  Traffic at and around this school during drop-off and pick-up times is causing 

safety concerns for pedestrians, blocking buses and neighbours driveways, and impacting staff parking. 

 

It was decided to form a separate working group to discuss some of these issues and brainstorm next 

steps.  Andre, Kim, Heidi and Paul will meet with Leslie Maxwell, a School Travel Planner who works with 

both school boards.  They will meet on May 3 at 9:15am. 

  

9. Review of Past Events  

a. Shrove Tuesday Pancakes  -This event went well.  Grade 7/8 students being away on a trip resulted in 

fewer pancakes being needed this year.  We had a limit of 2 pancakes per student.  



b. Zumba and DrumFit Night  -This event also went very well! The volunteers who lead the programs 

were very helpful.  Some of the feedback was the desire to have this event happen several times 

throughout the year. The hope is to make it happen on 3 or 4 occasions next year. 

 

10. Upcoming Events  

a. Family Fitness Expo –Volunteers are needed. If you can help, please email Kim or Heidi. Chris 

McKinnon would like volunteers to organize parents. Heidi is coordinating to get door prizes (swim 

passes from City) and also thank-you items for the presenters. 

b. Welcome to Kindergarten Night will be Wednesday, May 16, from 6 to 7pm.  This is not a Council 

event, however Kim and Heidi will attend to provide information on school council to the 

kindergarten parents. 

c. Spring Gardening Day will be held on Monday, April 30 from 3:30 to 4:30.   Rennie will help organize, 

but additional help is desired. The focus of the event for this year will be on school yard clean-up and 

weeding. Parents will be encouraged to give an hour of their time with their children to help clean-up 

the school yard.  Council was informed that Mr. McKinnon was successful in getting a $1700 Speak-

Up Grant for a St. Matthew Peace Garden and gardening club.  We will strive to coordinate and 

school yard clean-up and gardening efforts organized through Council with this new club’s projects.  

A Newswire for the April 30th event will be sent out.  Garbage bags and plastic gloves will be 

provided.  A syringe protocol will be shared with parents ahead of time.  

 

Event  Date  Leader  

Open House  Wed., Sept. 20, 2017  Jazmin  

Dance-a-thon  Tues., Oct. 31, 2017  Heidi  

Christmas Event  Tues. Dec. 5, 2017  Patti Jo  

Family Movie Night  January 2018  Kim/Heidi  

Shrove Tuesday Pancakes  February 13, 2018  Kim/Heidi  

Family Zumba/DrumFit Night  Wed., March 7, 2018  Heidi/Kim  

Family Fitness Expo    Wed., April 18, 2018  Mr. McKinnon  

Gardening Day  Mon., April 30, 2018 Heidi/Renny/Shannon 

Staff Appreciation Breakfast  June 2018    

School BBQ   June 2018  Heidi/Kim  

Council Sponsored Mission Day Event  June 2018    

  

11. Next Meeting Date & Time  

All are welcome to attend future Council meetings!   

Monday, May 7, 6:30 – 8:00, Learning Commons – planning for June events 

Monday, June 4, 6:30 – 8:00, Learning Commons – look ahead to 2018/2019 fundraiser 

 

12. Adjournment 


